USA Today Letter:

Dear Editor,

Feb. 14th's article, "Airport Air Unhealthy..." shows just how silly the Smoking Prohibitionists have become.

The article claims "frequent fliers may be getting a dangerous dose" of secondary tobacco smoke.   A “dangerous dose”?  In an airport?  An airport where hundreds of planes are freely spewing jet fuel fumes into the terminals’ air intakes??

Looking at just two of the emissions that jets and cigarettes have in common shows how ridiculous this is.  According to the Surgeon Generals' 1986 Report on Environmental Tobacco Smoke, a cigarette puts out a total of 3 mg of nitrogen oxide (NO) and 40 mg of carbon monoxide (CO).  The 1995 EPA study on airplane emissions cites a single 747 takeoff/landing at about 115 pounds of NO and 32 pounds of CO: that's 52 million mg of NO and 14 million mg of CO if you do the math.

Doing a bit more math for a typical 500 takeoffs/landings per day shows us that the nice clean smokefree air being pumped into those terminals has the CO equivalent of over 160 million cigarettes and the NO of Eight and a Half BILLION cigarettes.

All of which is being shwooshed right into the lungs of travelers who are supposedly receiving a "dangerous dose" from a few cigarettes being puffed in secluded and sealed off terminal areas and bars.  This would be funny if it weren’t so sad.

Michael J. McFadden
Author of "Dissecting Antismokers' Brains"

Get this book at: http://www.aalf.ws/antibrains/
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